August, 2001 - Review issue 136

The Wine Advocate® 
"World's Great Wine Values: Europe"

widely considered to be the world's most influential wine publication, has released it's annual listing of the World's Great Wine Values.

Restricted to wines costing $16 or less retail, Robert Parker and his associate Pierre Rovani tasted more than 3,000 wines in developing their list of the best values coming from Europe today.

Giovanni Abrigo / 2000 Dolcetto Diano d'Alba "Sori Crava"
Rating = 89
"An explosively fruity, smoky, ripe, black cherry/chocolate styled Dolcetto that saw no barrique aging, this luscious, opulent 2000 offers gobs of fruit as well as a fleshy, pure finish."

October, 2001 - Review issue 137
The Wine Advocate® 

Recommends 


THE BEST OF ITALY: 2001

Giovanni Abrigo 
1999 Barbera d'Alba Marminela / Rating = 89 
1998 Barbera d'Alba Marminela / Rating = 88 
2000 Dolcetto Diano d'Alba Garabei / Rating = 88 
1998 Nebbiolo d'Alba / Rating = 89 


"All of Abrigo's unfined/unfiltered red offerings represent attractive values, particularly in today's wine marketplace. The 2000 Dolcetto Garabei displays surprising structure for this varietal, as well as abundant notions of chocolate and violet-tinged, berry fruit, medium body, and a soft personality. Both the 1998 and 1998 Berberas from an old vine vineyard called Marminela are tank-fermented and aged in French barrels, of which one-third are new. Both possess ruby/purple colors. The 1998 is softer, and 1999 sweeter and fatter on the palate. Both are medium-bodied, fruit-driven Barberas. Readers seeking more complexity and an intensely fragrant style should check out the 1998 Nebbiolo d'Alba. Exhibiting classic characteristics of rose petals, melted road tar, tobacco, and sweet cherry fruit, it could easily pass for a Barolo in a blind tasting. However, the price is about one-third the going rate for most entry level Barolos." 


